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3rd ERENET ANNUAL MEETING

&

ESBA BOARD MEETING
18-19 September 2008, Budapest, Hungary

H-1093 Budapest, Fővám tér 8.

INVITATION FROM THE ERENET SECRETARY
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Dr. Antal Szabó

Scientific Director of

ERENET

	   Entrepreneurship education and development, especially for SMEs has been receiving increase attention at all level in national economy. The Entrepreneurship Education and Research Network among the Universities of Central and Eastern Europe ERENET, consisting of university academicians, government representatives, experts from business services providers and responsible entrepreneurs, has contributed to the promotion of entrepreneurship at the university curricula, harmonisation and development of entrepreneurial education, evaluation and development of government’s SME national policies, promotion of communication and dissemination of best practices in SME promotion related issues.

   It is my great pleasure to invite you to the 3rd Annual Meeting of the ERENET to be organized on 18 September 2008 at the Corvinus University of Budapest in Hungary. It is a great honour for us, that the European Small Business Alliance ESBA will represent in our Meeting and following this event it will held its Board Meeting also in Budapest. The Meeting has an excellent program on recent developments in two important topics: first in entrepreneurship education, and second in the role of business services providers in promotion of entrepreneurship. 
    It is a great pleasure to inform you, that ERENET received an ISSN international recognition and we shall discuss the orientation of our ERENET PROFILE for the next two years. We shall also discuss the future orientation and modalities of work of the ERENET activities.




INVITATION FROM THE SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTRE OF THE CORVINUS UNIVERSITY OF BUDAPEST
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Dr. Péter Szirmai

Associate Professor

Director of the Small Business Development Centre
	   The eternal truth than we learnt long ago here in East Europe is ‘We learn to swim only in water’. The only problem is that the pool was dry for more than 40 years and we only red about market economies and competition from text books.       Anyway, the situation today is totally different. East Europe, slowly but surely is on the way to build up its modern market economies. As for now, it is the timing is perfect to sum up the experiences that have gathered so far. 

     But which is true even today is that nobody becomes an entrepreneur at once. To start up a company needs lot of preparation. This doesn’t only mean studying theories and principles from books but the improvement of such skills and abilities that are necessary for managing a business successfully. The objective of our conference is to collect the best practices of the ERENET member universities. Thus we want to help the further future development of our partners.

     I’m very happy and proud that the Small Business Development Centre of The Corvinus University of Budapest will be the host of the 3rd annual general assembly of ERENET. We also have the honour for us, that the European Small Business Alliance ESBA will represent in our Meeting and following this event it will held its Executive Committee Meeting also in Budapest

     I hope that we will organise an interesting and exciting programme for our partners for September 18-19th 2008. 




INVITATION FROM ESBA
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Tina Sommer

President of

ESBA

	     We are delighted to support ERENET’s 3rd Annual Meeting. The European Commission’s pending proposal for a Small Business Act for Europe demonstrates the recent improvement in the attention paid to the needs of small businesses by EU and national policy makers. Many challenges lie ahead, however, in order for entrepreneurs feel the tangible benefits of the EU’s SME policy. We therefore look forward to sharing our experiences of the key topics of entrepreneurship education and business services providers and to learning from the significant expertise of ERENET’s members in September.
     We are also very pleased to be invited to hold our Board Meeting in Budapest, during our 10th Anniversary year. Since 1998, ESBA has become one of the major SME organisations in Europe, representing almost 1 million small businesses in 36 European countries. Over the years, ESBA has developed considerable expertise in providing EU intelligence for member organisations and in promoting their cause to the EU Institutions. Increasingly, our model of business representation, which is based on strong independent ‘advocacy and benefits’ groups, rather than statutory membership organisations, is being adopted across Europe. We have therefore also begun to develop a Capacity-Building programme in order to help similar organisations grow and offer more and better services to their members. In 2006, ESBA implemented a new business plan to intensify its activities in Brussels and has made significant progress towards its objectives. Adding value to small business representation remains, however, our strongest wish for this Anniversary year and beyond - we look forward to ESBA and ERENET’s continuing and fruitful cooperation.



OUTLINE PROGRAMME

18 September 2008

09.00 – 09.50

Delegate arriving, Registration, Refreshment on arrival + Networking

10.00 – 10.30

Opening Welcome




Dr. Tamás Mészáros, Rector of the Corvinus University of Budapest




Tina Sommer, President of ESBA




Dr. Antal Szabó, Scientific Director of ERENET

10.30 – 11.00

Report on the activities of the ERENET Network in 2007 





by Dr. Antal Szabó, Scientific Director of ERENET

11.00 – 13.00

Achievement s in Entrepreneurial Education
· Benchmarking of Entrepreneurship Education based on the EDUARO ERENET Project by Professor Zsuzsanna Katalin Szabó, Dean of Faculty of Economics, Law and Administrative Sciences, Petru Maior University, Targu-Muresh, Romania
· Entrepreneurship Education at the Hungarian Universities from Bachelor via Entrepreneurial Incubating to Ph. Degree  by Prof. Péter Szirmai, Head of Small Business Development Centre at the Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary 

Achievements in Entrepreneurship Education at CEE Universities by lecturers from CEE (Sanja Pfeifer, Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Osijek, Mihály Görög, Associate professor, Corvinus University of Budapest, Jerzy Cieslik, Leon Kozminski Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management, and others to be announced later etc.) 
· Preparation of Entrepreneurial Case Studies by CEE ERENET Universities by
Prof. Jerzy Cieslik, Leon Kozminski Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management
14.00 – 15.00

Lunch at the Corvinus University of Budapest

15.00 – 16.30 

The Role of Business Service Institutions

· Business support in the United Kingdom by Colin Wilman, Chairman for Education and Business Support in the Federation of Small Business, UK

· Business Service Institutions in Germany by Dieter Ibielski, Presidential Counsellor, Honorable Member of the ERENET
· Activities of the Regional Centre for SME Development Subotica by Branco Malagurski, Director of the SMER, Subotica, Republic of Serbia
· Integrated Business Service for Enterprise Development by István Kovács, President of the Hungarian Consortium for Entrepreneurship development

· Discussion by the participants
16.30 – 17.30

Discussion of upcoming events and activities for 2008-2009

17.30 Closing of the Meeting

19 September 2008
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BOARD MEETING of the EUROPEAN SMALL BUSINESS ALLIANCE
The Programme of this Meeting will be send directly to the Persons to be invited.
